Children have been routinely tuberculin tested as a screening procedure during the school BCG vaccination programme The declining risk of tuberculous infection among the younger native born white population in England and Wales means that eventually the school BCG vaccination programme will be stopped, the optimum time to do so being under discussion.'2 There is uncertainty about the interaction of HIV infection with tuberculosis and the schools programme is therefore being continued at least until 1996 to give time to collect epidemiological data, which will enable the consequences of stopping the programme to be predicted with more certainty than is possible at present.'3 The incidence of tuberculosis in children of parents from the Indian subcontinent is 25 times greater than that of white children if they were born abroad and 15 times greater if they were born in England or Wales.'4 BCG vaccination should therefore be given at birth for those born in Britain for this has been shown to be effective. '5 16 Children born abroad should be tuberculin tested and screened as soon as possible after arrival.
KEN CITRON Royal Brompton National Heart and Lung Hospital, London SW3 6NP
